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Have you been wondering 

what construction is going on, 

on our campus?  

Well, I asked Mr. Gardener 

some questions about our 

school and the construction.  

My first question was, “What 

classrooms are getting or got 

put in and taken out, and 

where are they?”  

Mr. Gardener’s answer was, 

“We lost three classrooms and 

a set of bathrooms.  Rooms 20, 

21, and 18 were all removed 

from campus. The new 

classroom will have two new 

rooms and a therapy room.” 

Then his answer got me 

thinking, “Why did you guys 

do the construction that was 

chosen and not something 

else?”  

Mr. Gardener’s response was, “Construction 

has been in many years of planning. Jackson 

Junior High School is one of the oldest in the 

district and needs facility improvements. This 

was the opportunity to invest in our campus 

and make some much needed upgrades.” 

Have you been wondering, “How long has the 

construction been trying to happen?” Because I 

know I have.  

Mr. Gardner said, “Construction and campus 

upgrades are a high priority in Amador County, 

and many projects have been considered and 

proposed over the years. This project was 

supposed to happen last summer, but was 

delayed. We were excited that we finally got the 

go ahead and able to start making progress on 

our campus and facility improvement plan.” 

I know a lot of people were wondering what’s 

happening with the field and when will we be 

able to use it again. 

So I asked, “What is going to or already has 

happened with the field?”  

Mr. Gardener's answer surprised me because I 

had no idea that what the construction crew 

was doing on the snack shack side of the field 

was making it inaccessible.  

The asphalt has been removed and a deep cut 

has been made to improve the fire road through 

campus to the Hoffman gate.  

The baseball diamond side of the field has not 

been impacted because -  as of right now - there 

is no access to get there.  

Mr. Gardner said that they will be working 

with the construction crew to make a path so 

PE classes can access this part of the field. As 

of right now, no one is allowed on the field. 

Then I was thinking: how long until we will be 

able to use all of the campus like last year? I 

asked, “When will all of the construction be 

done?”  

Mr. Gardener’s responded, “The construction is 

set to be done next summer with a new 

building open and ready in August 2021. We 

may extend construction to include a new 

kitchen and eating area on the 

old black top but that has not 

been confirmed yet.” 

That got me thinking how long 

the construction will take 

altogether. 

I asked, “When did the 

construction start (over 

summer break, over distance 

learning)?”  

Did anybody else know that 

construction officially began 

over Fall break? I thought that 

construction started over 

Summer break. 

I realized that Ms. Whitson’s 

old class room wasn’t there 

anymore, and she moved to a 

different classroom.  

I asked, “What is being put in 

by Ms. Whitson’s old 

classroom?”  

To my surprise, he said this: “The area where 

Ms. Whitson’s was will be graded out flat. No 

new building will be constructed in that area. 

The new building will be much closer to the 

gym.  

What’s going where the old portable rooms used 

to be? Nothing!?  

Wow, I thought that they would put something 

there. 

I was wondering what some of the construction 

was. I asked, “What is some of the construction 

that had and is going to happen?”  

Mr. Gardener responded, “The first part of the 

construction project was grading. Construction 

crews moved a massive amount of dirt from the 

field to the area outside the gym to make it 

level for the new building. Right now, 

construction crews are working on installing 

new utility and water lines. Next they will pour 

the foundation and then the new building will 

be brought in pieces and put together on site.” 

Construction at Our School by Shaylise Carey  

Student Running Her Own Business by Elizabeth Coombs  

One of the students here at Jackson Junior 

High, Marin Wyckoff, has started her own 

business selling really cool things, and 

donating 50% of the money to a Yemen 

based non-profit! This was such an 

interesting thing to hear about that I had 

to interview her!  

 

Q: What is it you’re doing exactly? 

A: I run a small business on an app called 

Depop! It’s basically like Etsy but for more 

vintage items. 

Q: What are you selling? 

A: I usually make jewelry and get clothes from 

thrift stores and add patches and fix them up, 

things like that. 

Q: What sorts of jewelry do you make? 

A: I make beaded jewelry that kind of has a 

hippy vibe, but I really want to learn how 

to make wire wrapped jewelry. 

Q: Do you enjoy what you’re doing? 

Why? 

A: I do! I really like doing this, it’s really 

exciting! At times it can be discouraging, 

but I still love it! 

Q: What are you doing with the 

money? 

A: I’m donating 50% of what I make to the 

humanitarian crisis in Yemen, and the 

rest is going back into the shop. 

Q: Do you have any plans for the 

future of your business? 

A: I want to add more styles for jewelry 

and hopefully start making my own 

clothes! 
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All About Horses by Brooklyn Whalen  

Today, you will learn some facts and 

information about my horses.  

 

I have two horses. They are both AQHA horses 

named Gypsy, and Rayne. In case you are 

wondering what AQHA means, it means 

American Quarter Horses of America. They are 

both mares (girls), and have a lot in common. 

My horses are very fast, intelligent, and smart. 

 

Gyspy, my 11 year-old mare, has a very 

beautiful coat, and she has an amazing 

personality. She is very good about learning 

new things, and tries very hard to learn. Rayne 

is our 15 year-old mare. She is a chestnut color. 

It's like a golden brown. She's very intelligent 

and has well grounded manners. 

Horses have the ability to learn, but also the 

ability to work things out for themselves. 

Horses are very big animals and can be very 

dangerous at times. It's very important that 

you are safe around them. What I mean by safe 

is that don't walk right up close behind them 

because you can get kicked, and make sure 

you're wearing boots or hard-toed shoes to 

protect your feet because you can get stepped 

on. Make sure that you're not goofing off or 

messing around them. 

 

Quarter horses are one of the most popular 

horses in the world.  Their name is derived 

from their ability to outrun other horse breeds 

in races of a quarter mile or less; some have 

been clocked at speeds up to 55 mph.  

Horses sleep about 3 hours a day and that’s it. 

A horse’s average life-span is 20-25 years. Male 

horses actually have more teeth than female 

horses. Horses have 205 bones in their body. 

Horses cannot burp, vomit, or breathe through 

their mouths. These are some awesome and 

important facts on horses.  

What shows do you watch? And why? 

Star Trek, Next Generation, Dark Shadows (the 

original), and Firefly, because if I’m going to 

take up time watching shows, then I want to be 

in another world. 

What other job would you want if you 

weren’t a teacher? And why? 

Funeral director/mortician because dead people 

can’t complain about the job you're doing. 

What kind of music do you listen to? 

I listen to a lot of folk: Simon and Garfunkel, 

Joni Mitchell, Cat Stevens, Crosby, Stills, and 

Nash, and my all time favorite, Neil Young 

(who was quite annoyed Trump used his songs 

at his rallies). I also really love Suzanne Vega. 

What do you believe in? What’s important 

to you? 

I believe in human kindness--people caring 

about each other instead of staying mad or 

complaining about everything all the time. The 

most important thing in life is to be accepting 

of all kinds of people and remember that ALL 

humans want only two basic things: to be loved 

and accepted. 

What’s your favorite place to shop? 

I mostly hate shopping. The only places I 

actually go in to shop at are Hein & Co. Wolf is 

one of the smartest people I know, and we love 

talking to him. The other place is Stories and 

Stones in Angels Camp because, again, the 

owner, who is in his 90s, is a wealth of 

information pertaining to rocks, 

minerals, meteorites, and fossils. 

What was the best gift you ever 

received? 

My mom made a historical family 

album for me with all my relatives’ 

immigration and war information. 

My stepped-up dad gave me his 

Vietnam jacket. My husband has a 

piece of the moon, which makes it 

mine by proxy. 

At school, teachers, staff, and 

students have noticed that you 

have a plexiglass box in front 

of your room. What is the point 

of it? 

That is my Hannibal Lecter box; all I need is 

my Hannibal Lecter mask. The box is just so 

students and I don't contaminate each other. 

I’m at a higher risk for developing serious 

health issues. 

Since people are still in quarantine, what 

have you been doing to keep yourself 

busy? Why do you do that? 

I have been reading; I’ve read 27 books since 

March. I’m a writer, and there is significant 

nonsense in the world that is fodder for my 

writing brain.  

If you had one thing you can do this 

month what would it be? Why? 

I would build a holodeck and selfishly never let 

anyone play in it. Holodecks are cool...I’d also 

take a flux capacitor if anyone has one handy...I 

would go back to 2016 and pull a hair out of 

someone’s head and change the world with my 

insignificant endeavor. 

You have seven kids. Which one is your 

favorite? 

The baby...Tophe. Just kidding, I’m just glad 

they are all intelligent, empathetic, and 

independent. 

If you could say one thing to the people in 

our country what would it be? And why 

would you say that? 

I would say wear a mask. It’s not losing 

freedom; it’s being part of a solution. 

Interview With Mrs. Collier by Sophia Reeser  

Have you heard about the new librarian for 

Jackson Junior High, Mrs Wylie? She is new 

and replacing our old librarian, but is just as 

fun as the last one. I interviewed her to find out 

how she feels about her new job. 

Q: Do you like your new job? 

A: “Yes I do like it. The reasons are I love 

books, and I love to organize things, so this job 

is very good for me.” 

 

Q: What is your favorite part of your new 

job? 

A: “My favorite part is interacting with the 

kids, because I think that all students have 

their own interesting stories.” 

 

Q: Is the virus affecting you in ways that 

harm your job? 

A: “No, actually it might be helping because it 

is keeping too many kids from entering which 

stops too much chaos.” 

 

Q: Do you think your job is easy or hard? 

A:  “I think that it is hard at the moment, 

mostly because it's a new job, and it's hard to 

learn everything about it” 

 

Q: What about books do you like? 

A: “There are a lot of things I like about them, 

but one thing I like about books is that I like 

how you never know how the story will end.” 

 

Q: What is your favorite book? 

A: ”I have too many to name, but the book I'm 

reading right now is called My Name is Malala, 

which is about a girl that got shot for going to 

school.” 

 

Q: What did you do before you were a 

librarian? 

A: “I was a mom of 3 great kids, and I was a 

CASA, which means Court Appointed Special 

Advocate. I worked for the judge to advocate for 

foster care.” 

 

Q: What do you like to do outside of work? 

A: “I do a lot but the most interesting is that I 

breed Rottweiler dogs, and grow a blueberry 

farm.” 

 

That is some of the things that I learned. If you 

ever want to talk to Mrs. Wylie yourself, go over 

to the library, and she will usually be there.  

Interview with the New Librarian by Nicholas Kimball  

Do you order things online? Have you been 

ordering more stuff since Covid-19? Well, have 

you ever wondered how Covid-19 has been 

affecting the postal service? My dad works at 

pine grove post office where the postmaster is 

Michelle Blanchet. 

 

Working at the post office is a federal job, so 

taking a day off is something you can’t do 

unless the post office gets someone to cover for 

you. Covid-19 is making lots of Amador County 

postal employees have to miss work, and that 

means more people to fill in. 

 

Since Covid-19 started, the amount of packages 

has gone up about 50%, making the employees 

stay at work longer, which is keeping them 

away from their families longer. And with 

Christmas coming up, the packages are 

expected to go up 50% compared to last year. 

Which means, there will be Christmas 

packages, plus Covid packages. 

 

The Amador Post offices are taking protective 

measures to protect the employees and 

customers. For example, they hand sanitize 

before going up the desk, and at the desk, they 

have plexiglass. They also wear gloves and 

double clean the post office when they leave for 

the day. 

 

These are some things to think about before 

you order something online. 

United States Postal Services: Covid-19 by Raya Gallegos 
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I am in Distance Learning due to the mask 

mandate. There is no way I could wear a mask 

that long.  

 

Before we get into my opinion on masks in 

school, let's take a look at other JJHS students’ 

opinions. 

 

I interviewed 7th grade student Tommy Gunn. 

I asked him, “How do you feel about masks in 

school?” He replied, “I don't want to wear them 

because it would get annoying and it's hard to 

breathe.” I then asked the same question to 8th 

grade student Adeline Freeseha. She answered, 

“I believe people should have the option.” 

 

My opinion on wearing masks in school is that 

it is not only annoying, it is also very 

unhealthy. When you're wearing a mask, you're 

breathing in fibers from the cloth on your face. 

It also makes it harder to breathe. On average, 

a human breathes in 2,000 gallons of air, but 

with a mask, it is harder to breathe, which can 

make people light-headed and other things, and 

if you have a heart condition, it is really bad for 

you to have a mask on, because if your heart is 

beating fast, it's because you are not getting 

enough air to it, but with a mask, it makes it 

worse and can cause a heart attack. 

 

The average  age of death is 72, and most of the 

people who  are dying from Covid are around 

that age with other heart conditions. The 

chance of dying as a healthy kid is .2%. More 

kids my age die from swimming pools each 

year, and you mainly only go swimming in 

summer, but Covid is all year long, so should 

we not let kids go swimming? Covid is pretty 

much just like the flu. People are overreacting.  

It is just like any other virus out there. 

After wearing a mask for a long period of time, 

you might notice acne. I wonder why? Because 

there are germs inside of your mask.  

 

When you are wearing a mask, you are 

breathing in your carbon dioxide that is stuck 

in your mask, and that is very unhealthy. 

 

Covid might not be on the inside of your mask, 

but it is on the outside, so when you have to 

take it off you are touching the outside and 

then you have Covid. 

 

If masks work so well, the people who don't 

want to wear one shouldn’t have to.  

 

This is a free country, and I believe you can 

wear a mask if you want, but the government 

should not have the right to make us wear a 

mask if we want to go to normal school.  

Masks in School editorial by Cheyenne Mancebo  

You might ask yourself, what do I 

mean about cameras being required, 

and for what reason? Schools have 

distance learning now during this 

time. We also do Zoom meetings or 

school itself taught by teachers to 

students in the home.  

The students’ cameras should be their 

choice if they’re on during these 

meetings and during school hours or 

not.  

Why do you ask? Cameras are like a window to 

see a person who you are talking to.  

With the cameras on, 

you get to be face to 

face without really 

being face to face. 

Teachers like to see 

their students' faces 

to see if they need 

help or are getting 

what they’re teaching 

or even to show that 

the student is paying 

attention. 

I personally am okay with having my camera 

on, but I understand how others don’t want 

their camera on at all. I like seeing my 

classmates’ and teachers’ faces while learning 

from home. It makes the distance learning feel 

more like I'm part of the classroom without 

being in the actual classroom. 

With all of the technology out there now, it’s 

kind of cool to see homeschool advance to online 

learning. This opens more doors for parents, 

students, and teachers to interact with each 

other and practice social distancing. You at 

home can see and talk online to your teacher 

without being in front of them physically, 

which is awesome. 

Cameras: Should They Be Required? editorial by Lucas Ortega  

America is #1! Oh wait, America is #1 with 

COVID-19 cases; that is nothing to be proud of. 

If you are tired of this pandemic, then WEAR A 

MASK. People have taken the common sense of 

wearing a mask and turned it into something 

else: politics, religion, and freedom, but at what 

cost? 

The US is 4% of the world’s population, but we 

have over  21% of all the COVID cases in the 

world. China has 18% of the population and 

they only have 0.1% of COVID cases! 

Remember this is where the virus started. The 

Chinese wear masks. It’s simple. 

The reason why things are so bad is because so 

many people believed Trump when he didn’t 

take the virus seriously. Not only did he not 

take it seriously, but he is a big reason why 

people did not wear masks. Guess what? Your 

emperor has no clothes, nor did he wear a 

mask. Yep, you guessed it; he got COVID. 

You may not be as lucky as Trump. He gets 

special doctors and a special hospital. He had 

hundreds of people watching his health. The 

way it is now, you’ll be lucky to get a hospital 

room, let alone a ventilator if you need one. 

Wearing a mask isn’t taking away freedom; it is 

simply common sense and human decency. Not 

wearing a mask is selfish. You are supposed to 

wear a mask to keep OTHERS safe.  

People think about the death rates and not the 

aftermath of “recovering”. After “recovery” of 

COVID-19, you still would have serious damage 

to your heart and lungs. Many symptoms such 

as fatigue, body aches/headache, shortness of 

breath, hard time concentrating, not being able 

to exercise or sleep do not go away. Remember 

that these are symptoms of the so-called 

“recovered” people of COVID-19. That means 

hundreds of thousands are truly not recovered.  

If you are tired of this pandemic, then do the 

smart thing and wear a mask. Did you travel 

for Thanksgiving? Did you wear a mask even to 

keep your own family safe? Maybe when your 

loved ones get hit with COVID, maybe then it 

will matter to you. Maybe then you will wear a 

mask.  

It's the ultimate human responsibility and the 

most common sense to wear a mask. Anti-

maskers have made this pandemic the chaos of 

what it is now. 

Wear a Mask editorial by Sophia Reeser  

1 in 4 teenagers have reported being bullied- 

but not everyone speaks out about it. A bully 

could be anyone; a teacher, family member, 

peer, friend, or even yourself. And anyone could 

get bullied - it doesn’t matter who you are.  

 

We need to be kind, especially right now. You 

never know what is happening in someone's life 

- they could be grieving a loss, dealing with 

abusive parents, or battling depression. And 

even if they’re not, that still gives you no right 

to hurt someone, whether mentally or 

physically, when they have done nothing 

wrong.  

 

Think about your words and how they affect 

others. Think about how if you call that girl 

ugly, it could ruin her self-esteem and make 

her feel awful. Think about how if you make 

fun of that disabled 

boy, it could cut deep 

and scar him. Think 

about how if you 

m o c k  t h a t 

transgender person, 

it could make them 

feel like they aren’t 

valid, or  like they 

don’t matter.  

 

Your words can lift 

someone up, or they 

could tear someone 

down. Be kind. 

Kindness costs $0.00, and by being kind you 

can help change someone’s life for the better. 

Just complimenting someone’s shirt could make 

their day - and it costs nothing. Your hurtful 

words have an impact on people - 

but so do your kind words. You 

have the ability to lift people up- so 

use it.  

 

At the end of the day, it’s up to you 

to decide how you’re going to treat 

others.  

 

Are you going to help that kid who 

dropped his books in the hallway, 

or are you going make fun of him 

and call them a klutz? Are you 

going to stand by and watch 

someone get bullied, or are you 

going to help by telling an adult?  

 

Be a decent human being, and if you’re going to 

kill them, kill them with kindness.  

Kill Them With Kindness editorial by Riley Sitter  

On November 16, 2020, 

Jackson Junior High went 

back to school. Students 

had two choices (Hybrid or 

Distance Learning). The 

students had good reasons 

for why they chose what 

they chose.  

  

Jack Parkey, a 7th grader, 

chose Hybrid Learning 

because he wanted to see 

more friends and have social 

interaction. Also, computers 

aren't his thing. Brooklynn 

Hoover, a 6th grader, chose 

Distance Learning because her 

parents said no, they don't 

want her getting sick.   

 

Caira Pignataro, an 8th grader, 

chose Distance Learning 

because she wanted  the health 

and safety of herself, her 

friends, family, and others such as her teachers 

and their families to be well. She would  have 

loved to go back to see her friends and have an 

amazing 8th grade experience, but she decided 

it would be best to stay home and keep 

everyone around her safe. Austin Wedge, a 6th 

grader,  says he chose to do Hybrid because he 

wants to see his friends, and it is much easier. 

 

So, there are pretty good reasons, and I feel like 

it is pretty even between Hybrid and Distance.  

Stay safe, and have a good Christmas. 

Opinions on Hybrid vs Distance Learning by Gavin Mynderup  
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Christmas has been celebrated for many 

generations. Over the years, different cultures 

have developed their own versions of the 

holiday. In the Philippines, they hold the Giant 

Lantern Festival.  

 

Austria even has an evil version of Santa 

Claus, Krampus, who kidnaps children who 

lack Christmas spirit (see the picture). 

 

Was Christmas originally a Christian holiday? 

Christmas was traditionally a Christian 

holiday celebrating Jesus’ birthday, but now it 

is celebrated by non-Christians as well.  

 

So why, and where, did Santa come in? The 

legend of Santa Claus can be traced back 

hundreds of years to a monk named St. 

Nickolas. The name Santa Claus developed 

from his Dutch nickname, Sinterklaas. St. 

Nickolas was a saint known as the protector of 

children and sailors. He helped the poor, 

therefore he has been associated with gift 

giving. Christmas became a very popular 

holiday, mostly due to religion.  

 

As gift giving traditions spread, businesses also 

adapted for the season. Even some of the 

traditional Christmas foods originated with a 

Roman Catholic Church. Though the origins of 

Christmas may not match what we believe, it's 

still a family holiday everybody can enjoy. 

The Origins of Christmas by Tatum March  

Christmas is one of our favorite holidays 

because we love to decorate and make 

Christmas treats. I think our favorite part 

is being with family and friends and the 

smell of Christmas.  

Natalia:  

Usually what I do  for Christmas is go to my 

cousin’s house and spend time with family, and 

we usually  have a party.  We get to open up 1-2 

presents on Christmas Eve,  but the next 

morning we wake up and get to open all of our 

presents. We go in a circle and one person goes 

at a time, and we look at what they got. After 

everyone has opened up their presents, we 

spend time together. We eat food. 

Hayley:  

Usually what I do for Christmas is on 

Christmas Eve I go to my grandpa's house to 

celebrate his birthday. We watch A Christmas 

Story because it's his favorite movie. We eat 

food and open presents he got for my cousins, 

brother, and I. Then we go home and go to bed.  

Normally I would go and wake up my brother 

at like 5 in the morning to go see what Santa 

got us, and at 6 in the morning we’d wake our 

parents up and open presents. Sometimes we 

go to my grandma's house and open more 

presents and hang out with the family but most 

of the time we are at my house. 

What We Do for Christmas by Hayley Barnhill and Natalia Bish  

There are lots of holidays around the world. 

Some people might not even celebrate them, 

but others do. One holiday that most people 

know is Christmas. Christmas originated in the 

Roman Empire. People celebrate Christmas by 

decorating their houses with colorful lights and 

trees with ornaments. People also get presents 

for Christmas, but Christmas isn't just about 

receiving presents. It’s to celebrate the birth of 

Jesus.  

 

Some more holidays are Hanukkah, Kwanzaa, 

Boxing Day, and Omisoka.  

 

Hanukkah is an eight-day Jewish celebration 

that commemorates the rededication of the 

Second Temple in Jerusalem following the 

Maccabean Revolt. 

 

Kwanzaa was created by Dr. Maulana Karenga 

in 1966. He founded US, a cultural 

organization, and started to research African 

“first fruit” (harvest) celebrations. He combined 

all the aspects of several different celebrations 

to make Kwanzaa. The name Kwanzza comes 

from the phrase, “matunda ya kwanza,” which 

means “first fruit” in Swahili. Although 

everyone celebrates Kwanzaa differently, it 

includes songs, dances, African drums, 

storytelling, poetry reading, and a large 

traditional meal. On each of the seven 

nights, the family gathers, and a child 

lights one of the candles on the Kinara. The 

African feast is held on December 31, it is 

also called “Karamu.” 

 

Boxing Day takes place on December 26.  

It’s only celebrated in a few countries. This 

holiday originated in the United Kingdom 

during the Middle Ages. It has now became 

a public holiday in the United Kingdom, 

Canada, Australia, and New Zealand. The 

Irish refer to the holiday as St. Stephen's 

Day, and they have their own tradition 

called “hunting the wren,” where boys fasten a 

fake wren to a pole and parade through town.  

 

Omisoka (New Year’s Eve) is considered the 

second most important day in Japanese 

tradition as it is the final day of the old year 

and the eve of New Year’s Day. Families gather 

and they have a bowl of toshikoshi-soba or 

toshikoshi-udon. This is a tradition based on 

eating long noodles to cross over from one year 

to the next. At midnight, people visit shrines or 

temples for Hatsumode. The Buddhist temple 

has large cast bells that are stuck once for each 

of the 108 earthly desires believed to cause 

human suffering.  

 

As you can see, there are many more holidays 

in December other than Christmas, that some 

people might have not even known about until 

now.  

Other December Holiday Traditions by Kaylie Cheng 

20 Questions, Christmas Edition: 

For this game you only need 2 players. The 

more players, the more fun, though. This game 

is where you ask your friends and family 

questions on Christmas-related topics. 

 

Candy Canes (Holiday Spoons): 

Select a dealer, have them shuffle the cards, 

and deal out 4 cards to each player. The 

remaining cards are then placed face down in 

front of the dealer. Game goal: the goal of 

Candy Canes is to be the first to get 4 of a kind 

in your hand. Once you have 4 of a kind you 

can take a Candy Cane as unnoticeably as 

possible.   

 

Christmas Charades: 

This is a game that includes at least 4 players. 

Christmas Charades can be played with any 

type of word or phase (try to make it related to 

Christmas). On each turn, one person acts out a 

topic for their teammates to guess. You use a 

stopwatch or app to track time, giving a 

maximum of two or three minutes for each 

turn. At the end of several rounds, the team 

with the shortest time wins. 

 

Christmas Memory Game: 

This is a game to play with two or more 

players. To play, take a tray and put Christmas 

objects on it. Don’t repeat any object. Arrange a 

way they are all visible. Give your players a 

pen and pencil and give them 2-3 minutes to 

look at the objects. Take away the tray and tell 

them to write down as many objects as they can 

remember from the tray. You can now tease 

your friends and family for forgetting items on 

the tray. 

 
Remember to have fun and enjoy the time 

with your family. Be grateful for what you 

get and remember to give to others. Happy 

Christmas everyone! 

Christmas Games You Should Play by Christine Ou  

How do you decorate Christmas? There are 

many things my family has to do to get ready 

for Christmas. I usually have a tree and either 

put it together or get a real tree for my house. 

 

I get to hang lights on it with my family. Some 

families have traditions to decorate trees their 

own ways. My dad and I hang lights and 

decorations outside of our house. My mom, as 

usual, bakes the best food that time of year. 

Even though it is still early in December, I still 

smell the nice morning breakfast smell that my 

mom or dad loves to cook. But then there's that 

moment when everything is made with 

peppermint flavor, and I’m stuck with candy 

cane hot chocolate. 

 

Then, my parents play Christmas songs on 

their speakers or Alexa, or I sometimes just 

listen to it by myself.  Then I go outside and 

feel cold from all the snow and rain, and even if 

it wasn’t snowing or raining, it is still freezing. 

I usually look around and see my dad 

decorating the house because, well, he’s forced 

to do it. Then I see my mom cooking, and I see 

if one of my parents needs help.  

 

As you can see, Christmas is a very important 

holiday for my family, so we can all get 

together.  

 

I am very thankful that days like these were 

made so we could be a full happy family. 

Christmas Setup by Lainey Arevalo  
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Do you ever wonder how it felt having a 

December birthday?  

 

Well, me personally having a birthday in 

December, I would like to share or - I guess you 

can say “explain” - how it's like, with some help 

from a couple of friends. 

 

First of all, of course most people associate 

December birthdays with Christmas. 

 

Yes, this does sort of have an effect on your 

birthday, but, it “...depends on the person,” says 

Jonah Duran. 

 

He’s right, because some people can find it 

annoying, but on the other hand, people can 

like it because they can get presents for their 

birthday and presents for Christmas.  

 

“It is also very fun to have a  December 

birthday, especially if you live in a snowy area. 

Then you can go sledding and drink cocoa.” 

says Jonah Duran. 

 

I would have to agree with this, because it 

would be really fun to celebrate your birthday 

by going to the snow.  

There are also a couple of famous celebrities 

who have birthdays in this month. 

 

For example, these celebrities have December 

birthdays: Billie Eilish, Louis Tomlinson, 

Conan Gray, Nicki Minaj, and SO many more.  

 

Starting off with Billie, she was born 

December, 18th. Last year she had a huge 

party with all her family and friends.  

 

Now, Louis Tomlinson, he was born December  

24th. A couple years ago, he just spent his 

birthday with his girlfriend and his family. 

 

Conan Gray was born December 5th, and Nicki 

Minaj was born December 8th. 

 

So, if your birthday is in December, HAPPY 

BIRTHDAY, and be safe. 

December Birthdays by Maria Neco  

Holiday Recipes by Joaquin Porto  

If you do not want to be stuck in the kitchen 

this holiday season, here are a few easy and/or 

make-ahead recipes: 

After enjoying this delicious treat at a party, a 
family friend shared this quick and easy 

recipe and we have been making it ever since. 
This delicious apple toffee dip is an easy go to 

recipe. The ingredients can be readily 
available in your kitchen to make and serve on 

a moment's notice.  

 
TOFFEE DIP 

 
*Serve with fresh apple slices or apple chips* 

 
Ingredients 

1 8 oz. package cream cheese (room 
temperature) 

¾ Brown Sugar 
Toffee chips 

Apples 
Directions 

With an electric mixer, beat cream cheese and 
brown sugar until mixed well. Add Toffee Chips to 

your liking and top with additional toffee chips. 
Serve with sliced red and green apples or apple 

chips. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
My mom has been making this sweet treat 

every Christmas since before I was born. This 
recipe uses very few ingredients that you may 

have in your pantry at any time of year. 

 

 
ROCKY ROAD FUDGE 

Ingredients 
1 12 oz. Package of semi sweet chocolate chips 

(you can use dark or white if you prefer) 
1 14 oz. Can sweetened condensed milk 

1 Teaspoon Vanilla 
3 Cups Marshmallows (regular cut in half or mini) 

Optional nuts, sprinkles, crushed peppermint, 
chocolate chunks 

Directions 
Line Pyrex with wax paper 

Put chocolate and condensed milk in a double 
boiler and melt together, stirring until smooth. Add 

Vanilla and stir. Add Marshmallows and any 
extras. Pour into the dishinto dish and refrigerate 
until firm. Cut into pieces and serve or give as a 

gift. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

  
For this tasty side dish, my mom was trying to 
figure out how to make ahead some dishes for 

the holidays. It can be made and frozen 3 
weeks in advance!!! 

We have it every year and it's my favorite way 
to eat sweet potatoes. 

 
SWEET POTATO CASSEROLE WITH 

GINGERSNAP TOPPING 
*preheat oven to 350°* 

Ingredients 
5 lbs Sweet Potatoes 

1 ¼ Tsp Salt 
15-20 Gingersnap cookies 

½ Cup Flour 
½ Cup Brown Sugar 

½ Cup cut butter 
½ Cup Maple Syrup 

½ Cup Cream 
½ Teaspoon Cinnamon 

2 Eggs 

 
Directions                                                       

Boil chunked potatoes with a pinch of salt until 
tender. Cool and peel and set aside. For topping 

put gingersnaps, flour, brown sugar and ¼ 
teaspoon salt in a food processor and pulse, add 

butter a few pieces at a time and pulse until a 
crumbled consistency. Once potatoes are peeled, 

puree or mash. Combine with syrup, cream, 
vanilla, cinnamon, eggs and 1 teaspoon salt. 
Transfer mixture to a baking dish and sprinkle 
with topping. Bake for 45 minutes or until top is 

golden. *May be made and frozen up to 3 weeks 
in advance. Thaw in fridge before baking. Can 

also be made the day before and refrigerated until 
baked. 

Do you need a real breakfast? Tired of boring 

cereal? Then come to Perko’s, where you can 

satisfy your breakfast needs. 

Perko’s offers dine in and take out. They do not 

deliver, but they do work with Postmates and 

GrubHub, so if you like, you can get delivery 

through them. 

On my last visit, I tried Sarah’s Old Fashion, a 

one pound ham bone in, with three eggs, 

potatoes, and a choice of pancakes with toast. 

It’s one big meal, but this way I get a little of 

everything. The ham was great. I like salty 

food, but some may not.  

I love the way the eggs come out when they are 

cooked on a flat top grill.  Perko’s did right by 

me with those eggs. 

With my meal I had country potatoes without 

the peppers. They are some of the better 

potatoes I've had from restaurants. The 

pancakes came out very fluffy and not a single 

burn. In 90% of the restaurants I dine in, I hate 

their toast but Perko’s did it well. Their toast 

really tastes like sourdough bread. 

I really enjoy dining at Perko’s. They have 

great food and excellent service. I rate 

Perko’s10/10. 

Local Cuisine: Perko’s restaurant review by John Bradley  

Into the Wild is the first book of the Warriors 

series by Erin Hunter.  

The book follows a young cat named Firepaw as 

he starts his training to be a warrior, and tries 

to prove himself to the other cats.  

Then, Firepaw finds an enemy cat on their 

territory. He gets in trouble for helping her. 

Then, he has to prove her innocence to the clan 

when she is framed for kidnapping kittens, all 

while trying to find proof of the actual traitor in 

the clan. 

What I like about this book is all the 

characters.  

They are all very unique, and even though 

Firepaw is the main character, all the 

characters have their own personalities and 

stories. For example, Longtail. At first he is 

mean to Firepaw, but as the series goes on, he 

realizes he was following the wrong cat, and 

him and Firepaw gain mutual respect for each 

other. 

Overall this book is good. It is the start of a 

very long series, but I would recommend people 

to read the first six, unless they really like the 

books. Then, they should read the rest of the 

series. 

Warriors: Into the Wild book review by Sibley March  
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There’s nothing like cheering up your 
holiday with some festive jokes. 
Here’s a list of seven festive jokes! 
 

Q:Who is Santa’s favorite singer?      
A :Elf-is Presley!  
 

Q:What do you call an old snowman? 
A: Water!  
 

Q:What Christmas carol is a parents’ 
favorite?  
A: Silent Night!  

Q:What falls at the North Pole and 
doesn’t get hurt?  
A: Snow! 
 

Q:What do monkeys sing at 
Christmas?  
A: Jungle Bells! 
 

Q:Why was the snowman sad?  
A: He had a meltdown. 
 

Q:Why don’t penguins fly?  
A: They’re too short to be pilots! 

Holiday Jokes by Parker March 

Capricorn (December 21- January 20): You 

will feel overwhelmed with your work, but relax 

and take a break this month. You will also 

experience a better future. 

Aquarius (January 21- February 19): You 

will want to expand your interests, but you will 

also feel insecure about little things. 

Pisces (February 20- March 20): You will 

focus more on your job or work, but you have to 

be careful not to become overwhelmed and 

stressed. 

Aries (March 21- April 19): This month you 

should not travel; you should focus on learning 

experiences, because they will come and go. 

Taurus (April 20- May 20): This month you 

will feel romantic.  Some things will set you 

back, but you will have a good month. 

Gemini (May 21- June 21): Don’t take too 

much work than you can handle. Take a risk 

even though you might be scared of the 

outcome.  

Cancer (June 22- July 23): Relationships will 

be by your side, which will make you feel 

comfort, but you might be having bad days, so 

watch your “crabbiness.”  

Leo (July 24- August 23): December will be a 

hard month for you. If you talk things out and 

have an optimistic outlook, there might be luck. 

Virgo (August 23- September 22): You’ll 

make a lot of inside jokes. As long as you stay 

positive, December will be lucky, 

Libra (September 23- October 22):  You will 

start planning your future and future interests. 

Scorpio (October 23- November 22): You 

will have a lot of  luck this month. Don’t think 

about stuff too much, because you will always 

have time to go back.  

Sagittarius (November 23- December 20): 

You will be taking risks and having trouble 

working with things, but at the end, it will all 

be worth it.  

Horoscopes by Sophia Reeser and Maria Neco  

Christmas Memories 
 

The glistening snow 
The fresh winter breeze 

The frost on dead brown leaves 
The smell of pine trees 
Every year we celebrate 

Christmas day 
 

-Emily Dayton 

Riddles by Kailee Stone 

 
What has a neck but no head?  
A shirt 
 

What room do ghosts avoid?  
The living room 
 

What needs to be broken before you use it? 

An egg 
 

What goes up but never comes down? 

Your age 
 

What has many keys but can’t open any doors? 

A piano 
 

What's hard to catch even when you're running? 

Your breath 
 

What two days start with “T” other than Tuesday and Thursday? 

Today and Tomorrow 
 

What word begins and ends with an E but only has one letter? 

Envelope 
 

What stays in one corner but travels around the world? 

A stamp. 

I’ll get you 
this time,   
Santa! 

What was 
that?! 

I’m onto 
you! Oh, it’s 

only you, 
Kat.” 

Phew 


